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JAMES  MEADOWS  RENDEL, ESQ., 
PRESIDENT, 

TO THE ANNUAL GENERAL  MEETING, 

December 20, 1853, 

ON  VACATING  THE  CHAIR. 

GENTLEMEN, 
ALTHOUGH the  Annual  Report of the Council has 

alluded to almost all  the  leading  subjects of interest  to the 
profession, the custom of our  Institution affords me this oppor- 
tunity of addressing a few  words, of a  personal  nature, on 
resigning  the chair. 

Of this custom I avail myself, to thank you for  the  kind 
support you have afforded me, whilst occupying the Presidency ; 
though the pleasure with  which I do so, is  not unmixed with 
pain, when I call  to  mind that to-morrow  will be  the first day, 
that I have not been an active  Member of the  Institution,  for a 
period of nearly  thirty  years ; during  thirteen of which, in S& 

cession, you have elected me to a seat a t  the Council Table. 
Be  assured, however, that though  this  night I shall pass into 

the less active,  but  honorable position of a L Past President,’ 
my desire  for the welfare of the  Institution will not  be dimi- 
nished,  nor my  wish to cultivate  the esteem of  you all be in- 
terrupted. 

It is not my intention to occupy  you with a  long  address ; 
but I must  ask your indulgence whilst I mention a few points 
which I feel to be of importance to  the profession, (especially 
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its younger members,) and  to  the continued prosperity of our 
Institution. 

I need hardly say, that throughout the whole of the old 
world, and a great  part of the new, British Engineers are held 
in  the highest estimation, and  that  the demand for them is daily 
increasing. India alone has called, during  the  last  three, or 
four years, for upwards of  eigl1t.y ; an instalment only  of what 
she will require, before even her railway system,-not to speak 
of its concomitants and results,-can be fully carried  into 
execution. 

The reputation, therefore, which we enjoy, and which  is 
founded on our supposed superior practical knowledge, calls for 
the utmost care, on the  part of each one of us, to cult,ivate its 
acquisition. More especially is it necessary for all those who 
think of seeking employment in Foreign Countries, or our 
Colonies, to study the most minute details of their profession ; 
seeing that abroad, and particularly in  India, they will not find, 
to  any  extent,  that class most  useful to them in  this country,-I 
mean  the operative Contractors, their  agents  and foremen. 

Now as this  Institution is properly regarded  as  the embodi- 
ment of our profession, more even abroad, than  at home, I am 
sure you will see, that in proportion as we make it the general 
receptacle of our individual experience,  will be its usefulness to 
us, and  its interest to the public,  on  whose favourable opinion 
our influence  must, after all, in a great degree, depend. 

The presentation of good practical Papers, on all subjects 
connected with the profession, is the only legitimate mode  by 
which these objects  call be attained ; for such Papers always 
induce discussions, tending to elicit the experience of those best 
qualified to teach, and to become practical lessons to all. 

Many of the  Papers  read  and discussed, during  the  past year, 
have been of this practical kind, but it must  not be concealed 
from you, that  the anticipations of the Council have  not been 
realized in  the number of such Papers ; in  fact,  they have been 
much disappointed, knowing, as they do, the opportunities,  which 
so many of our  Members possess  of furnishing them, and  the 
injury sustained by the whole  body,  from their being withheld. 

I am aware, that. many of our Members  think that Papers 
would be more abundantly furnished, if the Minutes of Pro- 
ceedings were more promptly  published. You will,  however, 
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have gathered from the  Annual  Report,  that the only difficulty 
in  the way of remedying  this evil is  a pecuniary one :-and it is 
for the  general body of the Institution to  determine  whether it 
shall be removed by a voluntary subscription. I should  perhaps 
add,  to show Members  that they are in no  worse condition than 
those of other Societies,-that the  Royal Society is the only one, 
which presents its  Transactions  gratis  to  its  Members,  and  that 
its power to do so arises, principally, from its having  funded 
property of considerable amount,-that the Geological  Society 
sells its publications, and  that  the published  proceedings of all 
others, have been  reduced  to little more than  our weekly 
abstracts. 

There  is one  other subject to which I wish to refer, and  that 
is, the movement which is now being  made, for a change in the 
Bye  Laws of the Institution, affecting  the  Election of the 
Council, on t.he ground  that  the constitution of that body is 
not sufficiently liberal. Many may,  perhaps, think that  there 
is a want of propriety in my introducing  the subject from this 
place, and at  this  time ; but I venture to speak  to you, not as 
the  President, but as  a very  old  Member of the Institution,- 
as one who has watched, and I hope aided, its progress from 
infancy to maturity. 

Should the requisitionists continue  to press their views  upon 
you, it will, I think, be plainly shown to you, that  the movement 
has no substantial grounds, and  that  its success  would bring 
upon  you a  greater evil, than  that which it supposes to exist ;- 
what I wish particularly  to  urge upon  you  is, that  the 
period of agitation is a dangerous one to  all  Societies; but, 
that  an unnecessary  agitation is especially prejudicial to ours, 
the peculiar merit of  which  has,  for  some years, been that of 
bringing  together  the different members of the profession, who, 
previously, came rarely into  co-operation with each other;  but 
who, since they  have  been in the habit of assembling here, have 
formed friendships which  have taken  away professional rivalry, 
and given a better  tone  to  unavoidable opposition. 

The last  change  made in the constitution of the  Council was 
in 1845. Up  to  that time, the Presidency  being practically 
perpetual, the  changes in  the  Council were comparatively few, 
being  limited  to occasional  vacancies. In  that year, however, 
a change was deemed necessary, from the conviction, that as 
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ours was a professional society, and presided over by a  practising 
Member, it was necessary, that  the most honourable  positions 
which the Society  had to offer, should be  opened  freely  to all 
her influential  Members. 

Judging from results, the  change  then effected has been 
attended with great advantage,  not so much from the numbers 
of  new Members of Council it has  introduced, as from the 
stimulus it has  given to each of them, and  to  the Members of the 
Institution  generally, (of  which even the  present movement is a 
proof,) to be of assistance  to  the Society, by the hope of receiving, 
in  return,  the honour of a seat amongst the Vice-Presidents, 
and ultimately the  higher  honour of the Presidency. 

Now I do  not say, but  that  as one  change  has been necessary 
in  the constitution of the Council, so another may not be 
equally necessary and equally beneficial, when the number of 
Members, who have  arrived a t  eminence in  their profession, is 
so largely  increased, as  to render such change  imperative, in 
order to place  them in a position in  the  Institution, correspond- 
ing to that which they  hold  out of doors. But  this I am  sure 
you will allow, that  the more  influential the individual Mem- 
bers of the Council are,  the  better  able will it be  to  aid  the 
advance which our profession has  made  during  the  last twenty- 
five  years,-and is still  making;  and  that no  change  should 
be  sanctioned, which  would diminish its efficiency in  this 
respect. 

In  retiring from the Presidency, I need  not commend to you 
my  successor. ,Mr. Simpson has been so long before you, and 
so intimately connected with the business of the  Institution, 
and is so generally  esteemed  for his character and professional 
attainments, that  it would be  presumption in me to say  a word 
as to his qualifications for  maintaining  the  reputation of the 
Institution. 

To the Council individually  and collectively I offer  my best 
thanks. These  are due, both for the  regularity with  which 
each member has  attended at the Council  Table, and for the 
kind  support  they have all uniformly afforded me. 

Of your  Secretary, Mr. Manby, I can  hardly  say  all I feel 
in his presence, either as to his usefulness to the Institution,  or 
of his  real  desire to be of service to its Members individually. 
I trust  that many succeeding  Presidents,  and Councils, may have 
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the  advantage of his official labours, and  that he may long 
continue to enjoy the esteem of our profession. 

Before I sit down, I have to congratulate you  on the recovery 
of the bust of our  founder and first  President, Mr. Telford ;- 
it had been long known privately to be in existence, but 
05cially it was not  ascertained to be  the  property of the  Insti- 
tution. T o  Mr. Manby’s exertions we are indebted  for ob- 
taining possession of it,  and I deem it a privilege  to be allowed 
to  present  for it, a pedestal, made of a block of Peterhead 
granite,  the  stone for which our founder had so great. a pre- 
dilection. 
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